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NOTICE OF PREPARATION




ANTONIO R. VILLARAIGOSA Commission RONALD F. DEATON, General Manager
Mayor H. DAVID NAHALI, President

EDITH RAMIREZ, vice President

MARY D. NICHOLS

NICK PATSAOURAS

FORESCEE HOGAN-ROWLES

BARBARA E. MOSCHOS, Secretary

Notice of Preparation

January 25, 2007
To: Agencies, Organizations, and Interested Parties

SUBJECT:  Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report
River Supply Conduit Improvement — Upper Reach
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, City of Los Angeles

The City of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP), acting as the lead agency under the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), has determined that an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) will
be prepared for the proposed River Supply Conduit Improvement — Upper Reach (proposed project). The project
description, location, and the potential environmental effects of the proposed project are summarized below and
are presented in more detail in the Initial Study. The Initial Study may be accessed via the internet at the following
website: http://www.ladwp.com/ladwp/cms/ladwp004156.jsp. It is also available for public review at the
following Los Angeles and Burbank Public Library locations:

Valley Plaza Branch North Hollywood Regional Buena Vista Branch Library
12311 Vanowen Street 5211 Tujunga Avenue 300 North Buena Vista Street
North Hollywood, CA 91605  North Hollywood, CA 91601  Burbank, CA 91505

(818) 765-0805 (818) 766-7185 (818) 238-5620

Agencies: The LADWP invites the views of your agency regarding the scope and content of the
environmental information to be included in the EIR, relevant to your agency’s statutory responsibilities
in connection with the proposed project. Your agency will need to use the EIR prepared by the
LADWP when considering your permit or other discretionary approval your agency may issue for the
proposed project.

Organizations and Interested Parties: Comments and concerns regarding environmental issues of concern
associated with the proposed project are also requested from organizations and individuals.

Due to the time mandated by State Law, responses must be received by 5:00 p.m. February 26, 2007. Please
indicate a contact person in your response and submit your response to the following:

Sarah Easley Perez

Environmental Program Manager

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, Environmental Services
111 North Hope Street, Room 1044

Los Angeles, CA 90012.

If you require additional information, please contact Sarah Easley Perez at (213) 367-1276.

LADWP RSC Improvement — Upper Reach Appendix A.1 - Notice of Preparation
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Project Title: River Supply Conduit Improvement - Upper Reach

Project Location: The proposed project pipeline would be located in public street rights-of-way and in an
existing utility easement (Whitnall Highway) in the North Hollywood and Hollywood communities within
the City of Los Angeles and within the City of Burbank. The area through which the pipeline is proposed to
be constructed is bounded by Sherman Way to the north, U.S., Highway 170/101 (Hollywood Freeway) to
the west and southwest, Interstate 5 (Golden State Freeway) to the east, and Forest Lawn Drive to the south.
The proposed project pipeline would be located in the LADWP East Valley District service area.

Project Description: The LADWP proposes to construct a new larger pipeline to replace the Upper Reach
of the existing River Supply Conduit (RSC) pipeline in a new alignment. The existing RSC pipeline has
provided over 50 years of continuous service to the City of Los Angeles, and its reliability and capacity are
near its design life limits.

Key reasons necessitating the project include the following: (1) existing pipeline does not currently meet
California Department of Health Services Drinking Water Regulations, (2) air entrainment causes restricted
flow capacity, (3) an increased pipe capacity is needed to provide maximum operational flexibility (4)
stringent water regulations has resulted in loss of water storage, and (5) the existing concrete pipeline is
susceptible to natural disaster risk. Therefore, LADWP has identified the following objectives for the
proposed project:

o Install a new larger pipeline with supporting facilities in a new alignment

e Allow for maximum operational capacity, flexibility, and reliability

e Design and construct the pipeline using the latest technology and methods available
e  Meet or exceed current governmental codes and regulations

e Decommission the existing Upper Reach pipeline.

The proposed pipeline would involve the construction of approximately 31,000 linear feet (about 5.9 miles)
of 78-inch diameter welded steel underground pipeline, and would also include construction of appurtenant
structures (e.g., maintenance/access holes, pumping station upgrades, flow meters, valves, and/or vaults).
Construction of the proposed project pipeline would occur within existing street rights-of-way, an existing
utility easement (Whitnall Highway), new easements, and in recreation areas within the Cities of Los
Angeles and Burbank.

Potential Environmental Effects: The LADWP has prepared an Initial Study of the proposed project and
has determined that four issue areas may be potentially significant: Air Quality, Noise, Recreation, and
Transportation and Traffic. The remaining environmental issues have been determined to have no impact,
less-than-significant impact, or less-than-significant impacts with mitigation incorporated. The Initial Study
includes mitigation measures that when implemented would reduce Aesthetic, Biological Resources, Cultural
Resources, Geology and Soils, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, and Land
Use impacts associated with the proposed project. Agricultural Resources, Mineral Resources, Population
and Housing, Public Services, and Utilities and Service Systems would have no impact or a less-than-
significant impact as a result of the proposed pipeline project. Therefore, the LADWP will prepare an EIR
that evaluates in more detail the Air Quality, Noise, Recreation, and Transportation and Traffic impacts
associated with the proposed project.

The EIR will also include analysis of a reasonable range of alternatives, including a “No Project”
alternative.

(.—%ﬁ?’fx(i’f (/; /ég,/Lé‘/(:(,c..m;j/

Signature
Charles C. Holloway
Supervisor of Environmental Assessment
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1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

Project Information

Project Title
River Supply Conduit Improvement — Upper Reach (proposed project or Upper Reach)

Lead Agency Name and Address

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
Environmental Services

111 North Hope Street, Room 1044

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Contact Person and Phone Number

Sarah Easley Perez

Environmental Program Manager

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
Environmental Services

111 North Hope Street, Room 1044

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Telephone: (213) 367-1276

Project Location

The proposed River Supply Conduit Improvement - Upper Reach (proposed project or Upper
Reach) pipeline would be located in public street rights-of-way, and Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power (LADWP) easements, new easements, and in recreation areas in the City of
Los Angeles and the City of Burbank. Figure 1-1 depicts the regional location of the proposed
project. The area through which the pipeline is proposed to be constructed is bounded by
Sherman Way to the north, U.S. Highway 170/134 (Hollywood Freeway) to the west and
southwest, Interstate 5 (Golden State Freeway) to the east, and Forest Lawn Drive to the south.
The Upper Reach pipeline would be located in the LADWP East Valley service area.

As illustrated in Figure 1-2, the proposed pipeline route would begin at the North Hollywood
Pumping Station, travel north along Morella Avenue, east along Hart Street, south along
Lankershim Boulevard, east along Burbank Boulevard, and then southeast along the Whitnall
Highway utility corridor through the City of Burbank to the Headworks Spreading Grounds
located along Forest Lawn Drive, on the south side of the Los Angeles River.

Council District

The proposed project would be located in Council Districts 2, 4, and 6 of the City of Los
Angeles. Approximately 11,900 linear feet (2.2 miles) of the proposed pipeline would also be
located in the City of Burbank beginning at the intersection of Burbank Boulevard and Clybourn
Avenue and extending through Buena Vista Park, which is owned by the City of Los Angeles.

Project Sponsor’s Name and Address

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
Water Engineering and Technical Services Division
Project Planning and Development

111 North Hope Street, Room 1348

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 1 Initial Study
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1.7 General Plan Designation

The proposed project would include a linear pipeline traversing two jurisdictions, including the
City of Los Angeles and the City of Burbank. The proposed project would also traverse multiple
land use designations and districts under the City of Los Angeles North Hollywood-Valley Village
and Hollywood Community Plans and the City of Burbank General Plan, including the Burbank
Media District Specific Plan.

1.8 Zoning

As discussed above, the proposed Upper Reach pipeline would traverse two jurisdictions, and
multiple zoning designations and districts under the City of Los Angeles Zoning Code (Section 1
of the Los Angeles Municipal Code) and the City of Burbank Zoning Ordinance.

1.9 Surrounding Land Uses and Setting

The majority of the proposed pipeline route would pass through urban commercial zones
interspersed with residential areas, as well as the existing Whitnall Highway utility (transmission)
corridor. The southern portion of the Upper Reach would pass through Johnny Carson Park
(owned by the City of Burbank), Buena Vista Park (owned by the City of Los Angeles), and
tunnels under the Los Angeles River.

1.10 Project Description

The LADWP proposes to construct a new larger Upper Reach pipeline to replace the existing
pipeline in a new alignment. The proposed project would involve the construction of
approximately 31,600 linear feet (about 5.98 miles) of 78-inch diameter welded steel underground
pipeline, and would also include construction of appurtenant structures (e.g., maintenance holes,
regulator station, flow meters, valves, and or vaults). Construction of the proposed Upper Reach
would occur within existing street rights-of-way, existing easements such as Whitnall Highway
and Headworks Spreading Grounds, new easements, and recreation areas within the City of
Burbank and City of Los Angeles. The project area is shown in Figure 1-1.

Background

The existing Upper Reach pipeline is a major transmission pipeline in the LADWP water system.
Built in the 1940s, the pipeline’s purpose is to transport large amounts of water from the Van
Norman Reservoir Complex and local groundwater wells to storage and distribution facilities in
the central areas of the City of Los Angeles.

Approximately 60,000 feet in length, the existing pipeline begins at the North Hollywood Pump
Station and ends at the Ivanhoe Reservoir. Hollingsworth Spillway, a structure located about
midpoint on the existing pipeline, is used to control the pressure in the lower portion of the
pipeline. The section of the existing pipeline north of Hollingsworth Spillway is referred to as the
Upper Reach. About 70 percent of the existing Upper Reach is located in City of Los Angeles
streets and property, with the remainder within City of Burbank easements. Various pipe sizes
and material types were used to construct the existing Upper Reach. Approximately 98 percent is
concrete pipe with the remainder steel pipe.

The existing pipeline has provided over 50 years of continuous service to the City of Los
Angeles. However, numerous issues regarding regulations, system operation, reliability, and
capacity require replacement of the existing Upper Reach. Key issues including water pressure
regulations, air entrainment and increased capacity are further described in the next section.

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 5 Initial Study
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LADWP’s Project Objectives

The Upper Reach project proposes to replace the existing Upper Reach pipeline. The major
objectives of the project are listed below:

o Install a new larger water pipeline with supporting facilities in a new alignment

Allow for maximum operational capacity, flexibility, and reliability

Design and construct the pipeline using the latest technology and methods available

Meet or exceed current governmental codes and regulations

Decommission the existing Upper Reach pipeline

Key reasons necessitating the project include the following:

o California Department of Health Services Regulations. Sections of the existing Upper
Reach pipeline are un-pressurized or at low water pressures. Consequently, the pipeline is
below current pressure requirements of the California Department of Health Services
Drinking Water Regulations, Title 22, 864566(c). The proposed pipeline would meet
minimum pressure requirements, which help to prevent cross-contamination from other
buried utilities, particularly sanitary sewers.

e Air Entrainment. The proposed new pipeline would reduce air entrainment, or trapped air,
which causes restricted flow capacity in the existing Upper Reach.

o Pipe Capacity. A larger diameter pipeline is needed for both current water consumption and
projected future growth. Planned changes to the water system, including commissioning of
new facilities and a different water disinfection method, will require new allowances for
operational sequencing and phasing. The proposed pipeline, with its increased pipe capacity,
would help provide maximum operational flexibility.

e Storage Reduction. More stringent water quality regulations have resulted in the loss of
water storage within the LADWP distribution system. The proposed pipeline would improve
operational capacity and flexibility.

e Natural Disaster Risk. The existing pipeline is constructed mainly of concrete pipe. The
properties of this material may put the pipeline at greater risk for breakage during an
earthquake or other natural disaster. The proposed welded steel pipeline would help reduce
this risk.

Proposed Pipeline Route

The proposed Upper Reach alignment is shown in Figure 1-2. To facilitate design and
constructability of the proposed project, the Upper Reach has been divided into construction
phases. Table 1-1 describes the three phases of the Upper Reach.

The proposed Upper Reach pipeline would be located in City of Los Angeles and City of Burbank
streets, utility corridors, and parks (See Figure 1-2). The portion of the pipeline in the City of
Burbank would be approximately 11,900 feet long, and the remaining approximately 19,700 feet
would be in the City of Los Angeles. The majority of the proposed pipeline would be located
within city streets surrounded by urban development including both residential and commercial
zones, as well as the existing Whitnall Highway utility (transmission) corridor.

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 6 Initial Study
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Table 1-1. Summary of Route Phase(s)

Phase and Location | City | Route
UPPER REACH
Phase UR 1 Los Angeles | Morella Avenue from the North Hollywood Pump Station north to Hart Street
North Hollywood Hart Street east to Lankershim Boulevard
Pump Station to Lankershim Boulevard south from Hart Street to Hamlin Street
Lankershim/Hamlin
Phase UR 2 Los Angeles | Lankershim Boulevard south from Hamlin Street to Burbank Boulevard
Lankershim/Hamlin to Burbank Boulevard east to Clybourn Avenue/Whitnall Highway
Burbank/Clybourn
Phase UR 3 Burbank Burbank Boulevard east from Clybourn Avenue to Whitnall Highway
Burbank/Clybournto  |Los Angeles | Whitnall Highway southeast to Buena Vista Park east of Bob Hope Drive
Headworks Across the Los Angeles River from Buena Vista Park to Forest Lawn Drive
Forest Lawn Drive east to the west end of the Headworks Spreading
Grounds site

The north end of the Upper Reach would begin at the North Hollywood Pumping Station, north
of Vanowen Street at Morella Avenue, in the North Hollywood area of the City of Los Angeles.
From the North Hollywood Pump Station, the pipeline would continue north along Morella
Avenue, turning east onto Hart Street, then south onto Lankershim Boulevard, and east again onto
Burbank Boulevard until reaching the Whitnall Highway. At this point the alignment would turn
southeast and travel within the Whitnall Highway, continuing through Johnny Carson Park and
Buena Vista Park, east of Bob Hope Drive. The pipeline would then cross the Los Angeles River
to Forest Lawn Drive, and east to the west end of the Headworks Spreading Grounds site.

Project Components

Upper Reach Pipeline. Pipeline construction would be composed of several activities. The
construction activities would be organized to proceed in the order listed below.

1. Pre-construction activities 5. Applying protective coating to the weld joints
2. Right-of-way clearing 6. Backfilling
3. Excavation and Pipeline 7. Hydrostatic testing and disinfection
installation
4. Weld inspection 8. Restoring and cleaning of affected construction areas

Once the proposed pipeline project is approved, a construction plan would be developed to,
among other things, identify refueling operations. Refueling of construction equipment would take
place along the work area rights-of-way. Absorbent material and temporary berms around the
equipment staging areas would be used to contain spills, fluids, fuels, and lubricants.

Prior to construction, LADWP’s contractor would develop an emergency response plan, spill
prevention plan, or similar document. As part of this plan, the LADWP’s contractor would be
required to have available adequate spill containment and cleanup resources on site at all times.
The contractor would be prepared to contain, control, clean up, and dispose of any potential fuel
spill quickly and completely.

Construction of the proposed project would occur on public property, including street and utility
corridor rights-of-way and municipal parks. Installation of the Upper Reach pipeline would be

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 7 Initial Study
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accomplished by a combination of open-trench excavations, jacking, and traditional tunneling, as
described below under Pipeline Construction Methods. In general, deep sections of pipe would be
tunneled and street intersections would be jacked or tunneled. For those areas along the pipeline
alignment constrained to pipeline depths of 25 feet or less, open-trenching would be used. In
sequence, the general process for the construction methods consists of site preparation,
excavation, pipe (and/or appurtenant structure) installation and backfilling, and site restoration
(where applicable). For tunneling and jacking operations, a pit would be needed at the entrance
and exit of each tunneled or jacked segment to enable installation of the pipeline. All these
construction methods would require off-site staging area(s) to temporarily store supplies and
materials (See "Staging Areas” below).

In the Upper Reach, 78-inch diameter pipe would be installed. The minimum trench depth would
be 12 feet with a maximum of approximately 46 feet at approaches to jacking pits. The maximum
trench width would be the pipe diameter plus two feet on either side of the pipe for the open
trench method (10.5 feet for 78-inch diameter pipe). The maximum pit sizes for jacking or
tunneling would be about 18 feet wide by 60 feet long. The overall width, including the work
area along the side of the trench, would be approximately 30 to 35 feet.

Upper Reach construction techniques would include approximately:
e 16,700 feet of tunneling or jacking with steel or concrete cylinder casing;
o 14,893 feet of open trench excavation; and
e Jacking across seven (7) street intersections, including Lankershim Blvd./Burbank Blvd.
and Burbank Blvd./Clybourn Ave.', under the Los Angeles River from north of Riverside
Drive (and south of Highway 134) to Forest Lawn Drive, and beneath existing storm drain
on Forest Lawn Drive northeast of Memorial Drive.

Table 1-2 provides a summary of the proposed pipeline route’s construction phase details,
pipeline length, pipeline diameter, and general construction method(s). The construction methods
presented in Table 1-2 are further described under “Pipeline Construction Methods” below.

Table 1-2. Summary of Phase Characteristics and Construction Method

Eg‘j’lse Phase Details I(‘If:e%h Bligé(in) Proposed Construction Method @
UPPER REACH
UR1 « North Hollywood Pump Station to 5,180 78 Tunneling/ Jacking
Lankershim/Hamlin
UR2 o Lankershim/Hamlin to Burbank/Clybourn 12,966 | 78 Open Trench/ Jacking
UR3 « Burbank/Clybourn to Forest Lawn 13,447 | 78 Open Trench/Tunneling/ Jacking
Note:

a. Construction methods are to be finalized by the construction contractor.

Proposed Regulator Station. Pressure regulator stations are commonly used in water
distribution systems. The regulator station’s primary purpose is to reduce the pressure from a
higher water source to supply a lower service area. This helps to economize the cost of water
system facilities, while providing adequate pressures to the customer.

A typical regulator station is located in an underground vault and consists of several smaller
parallel pipes or legs branching from the main pipe. A regulator valve installed on each pipe leg,
controls pressure by how much the valve is opened or closed. Ancillary equipment is also
required and may include isolation valves, ventilation system, pumps, pressure and flow sensors

! Only the confirmed jacking locations are listed. However, it is anticipated that some intersections will be added after the

design phase is completed.

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 8 Initial Study
River Supply Conduit Improvement - Upper Reach January 2007



and recorders, electrical power, and instrumentation cabinets. Additionally, a relief station
consisting of a vault and valve system is needed in association with the regulator station. In the
event a regulator valve fails and remains open, the relief valve serves as backup to discharge
water and avoid over-pressurization of the lower service area.

As part of the Upper Reach project, modification to an existing regulator station is required. The
existing Morella & Vanowen Regulator Station can be used to supply water to the existing
pipeline from another pipeline. Not normally used for daily operation, the existing regulator
station will need to be upgraded to match improved flow capacity of the Upper Reach.

Appurtenant Improvements. The Upper Reach pipeline would also include construction of
appurtenant structures as follows:

e  Vaults e  Valves including isolation, air vacuum, and air release
e Ventilation Systems e Blowoff Systems
e Maintenance and Access Holes e  Cathodic Protection System and Test Stations
e Flow Meters and Monitoring
Equipment

¢ Electrical and Mechanical Cabinets

Decommissioning of Existing Upper Reach Pipeline. The existing pipeline, from the North
Hollywood Pump Station to the Hollingsworth Spillway Structure, would be decommissioned
after completion of proposed Upper Reach pipeline. The existing pipeline would be removed from
service and retained as an asset. Options for future use of the existing pipeline are currently under
study.

Project Specifics

Construction Schedule, Planning, and Labor Force. As shown in Table 1-3, construction of
the proposed project would be expected to commence in August 2008, work completed in
October 2012, for a total of 51 months.

Table 1-3. Proposed Construction Schedule

. Estimated
Phase | Start Date Completion Date Duration (Days)
UR1 | August 2008 January 2011 630
UR2 | December 2010 October 2012 468
UR 3 | November 2008 September 2011 748

As a worse-case scenario, up to three open trench and three jacking operations, in addition to
tunnel operations, are anticipated to occur simultaneously over three pipeline phases (e.g. UR 1,
2, and 3) during the peak construction period. Therefore, approximately 84 personnel (22
employees times three open trench activities, plus four employees times three jacking operations,
plus six employees for tunnel operations) would be employed on the project during the peak
construction period. On a typical workday, workers would travel directly to one of the
predetermined staging areas, where they would gather equipment and proceed in work crews to
the construction sites along the alignment. Construction activities would involve several (up to 70
assuming a 1.2 rideshare/other transportation factor) construction worker vehicles traveling daily
to and from the proposed pipeline alignment from the nearest LADWP facility. Additional truck
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trips would be needed to transport unused excavated soil from trenching to an appropriate facility
for reuse or ultimate disposal.

Construction would generally occur between 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Monday through Friday
(10-hour work day) and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays (8-hour work day). It is estimated
that a typical construction activity would require the closure of up to three travel lanes.
Intersections where open trench construction is used would be affected for approximately four
weeks with turning traffic affected considerably longer. Table 1-4 provides a description of
personnel, equipment, and refueling required for each activity.

Table 1-4. Personnel, Equipment, and Refueling Requirements

Equipment

Activity Personnel Quantity Type Refueling

Open Trench 22 5 Pickups Off-site
1 Service truck Off-site
1 Backhoe On-site
6 Dump trucks Off-site
1 Welding trucks Off-site
1 Pitman Off-site
1 Crane On-site
1 Wheel loader On-site
1 Compactor On-site
1 Fork lift On-site
1 Water truck Off-site
1 Excavator On-site

Jacking 4 2 Pickups Off-site
1 Dump trucks Off-site
1 Excavator On-site
1 Crane On-site

Tunneling 6 2 Pickups Off-site
1 Dump trucks Off-site
1 Excavator On-site
1 Crane On-site

Pipe Delivery 2 2 Trailer truck Off-site

(40 ftload)

Note:

a. The activity/pipeline construction methods presented are further described under “Pipeline
Construction Methods.”

Staging Areas. During pipeline construction, LADWP’s construction contractor would establish
temporary yard locations for staging and storage of miscellaneous construction materials and
equipment. The contractor(s) would be responsible for scouting and securing suitable local lots
for staging areas. However, possible staging areas identified for the proposed project include the
Headworks Spreading Grounds, Buena Vista Park north of Riverside Drive, open right-of way
within the Whitnall Highway, or local LADWP facilities, including the North Hollywood Pump
Station.

During all phases of construction, refueling and lubrication of construction equipment would
occur at the contractors’ staging yard or along the construction right-of-way. Equipment would be
regularly checked for leaks.

Construction Sites. Most of the heavy construction equipment would be delivered on trucks or
trailers. Mobile cranes and dump trucks would be driven in from local contractors’ yards.
Construction equipment would be left overnight at the site as feasible, at the contractor yards, or
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at other storage yards in the area. All equipment would be lubricated, refueled, and repaired
offsite by the contractor or local servicing companies.

All construction materials would be delivered to the construction areas by truck on existing
roadways. For pipe delivery by truck, it is assumed that each truck would carry 40-foot lengths of
pipe. Materials that would be truck transported to the site would include: the pipe sections, pipe
fittings, and valve assemblies to form the new Upper Reach pipeline; shoring materials to maintain
trench integrity during construction; welding materials; cement, aggregate, gravel, sand, and
slurry (from local plants) for backfill; asphalt for re-paving; signs and fencing for identification
and protection of construction and staging areas; fuel and lubrication for equipment; drinking
water for construction crew; and water for dust control. Alternatively, water may be available
from fire hydrants or permitted water sources in the project area for hydrotesting and dust control.
The amounts of each material needed would depend on the location and construction activity.

Waste Management. Generally, waste generation from construction would be in the form of
short sections of pipe, welding rods, and coating materials (i.e., cement mortar) as well as boxes
and crates used in the shipment of materials. These materials would be sorted by metal or non-
metal and typically would be hauled to local waste disposal centers. LADWP’s contractor would
sort and recycle all recyclable materials. Other construction wastes would include contaminated
soil that cannot be returned to the trench as backfill; rubble from trenching paved areas; and
water used to hydrostatically test’ the pipeline. Non-hazardous wastes would be hauled to a
sanitary landfill; hazardous wastes would be sent to a permitted treatment or disposal facility.
Hydrostatic test water would be treated to meet the requirements of the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit. Test water would be then discharged into nearby
storm drains, or discharged to sanitary sewer systems within the City of Los Angeles consistent
with the requirement of the Bureau of Sanitation. Construction crews would use portable chemical
toilets, and trash containers would be provided at each yard for daily refuse from construction
workers.

Utility and Services Requirements. Construction equipment would require both gasoline and
diesel fuel. However, the LADWP would use alternative fuels (i.e., propane, use of electrical
grid for stationary motors) where available and feasible for construction equipment. All
construction equipment would be fitted with appropriate mufflers and all engines would be
maintained regularly. Welding machines would use diesel or unleaded fuel.

Water would be used as necessary to control fugitive dust and to wash streets as a supplement to
sweeping streets. In addition to the daily construction water needs, hydrostatic testing of the
pipeline would also require water. Hydrostatic test water would be obtained from LADWP. For
the Upper Reach, approximately 7.4 million gallons of hydrostatic test water would be used. A
minimum of one separate hydrostatic test would be conducted for each of the three construction
phases (UR 1, UR 2, and UR 3). Therefore, a maximum discharge event for any segment in the
Upper Reach would be in the order of 2.5 million gallons over four days. Hydrostatic test water
would be pumped from the pipeline and allowed to gutter flow to the nearest storm drain or
sanitary sewer system. Best management practices would be used to protect affected downstream
waterways during construction.

2 A hydrostatic test involves filling a test section of the pipeline with fresh water and increasing pressure to a predetermined
level. Such tests are designed to prove that the pipe, fittings, and weld sections would maintain mechanical integrity without
failure or leakage under pressure.
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Construction along the proposed Upper Reach pipeline route would require onsite diesel fuel
generators for the temporary supply of electricity. As noted earlier, where available and feasible,
alternative fuels would be used. Together the main pipeline activities and street work would have
approximately 15 pick-up mounted welding machines, each with its own generator. In addition,
utility generators would also be used for the intermittent operation of dewatering pumps,
hydraulic equipment, grinders, sandblasters, temporary lights, etc.

Pipeline Construction Methods

Open Trench Excavation. Open trench excavation is a construction method typically utilized to
install pipelines and appurtenant structures which include maintenance holes, flow meters, valves,
and vaults. In general, the process consists of site preparation, excavation and shoring, pipe
installation, trench backfilling, and site restoration (where applicable). The proposed project
would be phased in work areas, typically between 800 and 1,000 feet in length. The work areas
are contained within a 1,400 foot construction zone. Construction usually progresses along the
alignment with the maximum length of open trench at one time being approximately 500 feet.
Traffic detours would begin at least 200 feet on either side of the work area. The following is a
description of the phases of construction for open trenching:

Site Preparation. Traffic control plans, where necessary, are first prepared in coordination
with the City of Los Angeles and the City of Burbank to detour and delineate the traffic lanes
around the work areas. The approved plans are then implemented. The existing pavement
along the pipeline alignment is cut with a concrete saw or otherwise broken and then
removed using jackhammers, pavement breakers, and loaders. Other similar equipment may
be used. The pavement is removed from the project site and recycled, reused as a backfill
material, or disposed of at an appropriate facility.

Excavation and Shoring. A trench is excavated along the pipeline alignment using backhoes,
excavators, or other types of excavation equipment. Portions of the trench adjacent to some
utilities may be manually excavated. The excavated soil may be temporarily stored in single
rows adjacent to the trenches, stored at off-site staging areas, or immediately hauled off-site.
As the trench is excavated, the trench walls are supported, or shored, typically with
hydraulic jacks or trench boxes. Steel or wood sheeting between H-beams (e.g., beam and
plate) may also be used for shoring. Other similar shoring methods may be utilized. Ultilities
not relocated prior to trenching are supported as excavation and shoring occurs.

If construction occurs in areas with high groundwater, the groundwater would be removed
during the excavation of trenches, usually by pumping it from the ground through
dewatering wells that have been drilled along the alignment. The extracted groundwater
would first be treated for any contaminants, if present, before being discharged to the storm
drain system under a permit issued by the Regional Water Quality Control Board.

Pipe Installation and Backfilling. Once the trench has been excavated and shored, pipelaying
begins. Bedding material (such as sand or slurry) would be placed on the bottom of the
trench. Pipe segments would then be lowered into the trench and placed on the bedding. The
segments would be welded to one another at the joints. The rate at which pipe may be
installed in a single day varies, but is estimated to be installed at a rate of approximately 80
feet per day for the proposed project. Prior to backfilling, appurtenant structures would be
installed as necessitated by design. After laying and attaching the pipe segments, the trench is
immediately backfilled with native soils, crushed miscellaneous bases, or cement slurry. Not
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more than 500 feet of trench or the amount of the trench that can be backfilled in one day is
left unbackfilled.

Site Restoration. Any portion of the roadway damaged as a result of construction activities
will be repaved and restored in accordance with all applicable City of Los Angeles and City
of Burbank standards. Once the pavement has been restored, traffic delineation (restriping)
will also be restored.

Jacking Method. Pipe-jacking is utilized when open-trenching is not feasible, or to avoid the
disruption of other facilities such as flood control channels (e.g., Los Angeles River). Although
the installation of pipelines using jacking techniques avoids the continuous surface disruption
common to open-trench construction, some surface disruption is unavoidable because jacking and
receiving pits are required and may be located in street rights-of-way.

Pipe-jacking is an operation in which the soil ahead of the steel casing is excavated and brought
out through the steel casing barrel while the casing is pushed forward by a horizontal, hydraulic
jack which is placed at the rear of the casing. The jacking equipment utilized for this operation is
placed in the jacking pit. Once the casing is placed, the pipe is installed inside the casing.

As with open trench excavation, the four primary phases for pipe-jacking are site preparation,
excavation and shoring, pipe installation, and site restoration.

Site Preparation. Traffic control plans, where necessary, are first prepared in coordination
with the City of Los Angeles and the City of Burbank, to detour and delineate the traffic lanes
around the work areas and then implemented. In preparing to construct the jacking and
receiving pits, the pavement is first cut using a concrete saw or pavement breaker. As with
open-trench excavation, the pavement is removed from the project site and recycled, reused as
a backfill material, or disposed of at an appropriate facility.

Excavation and Shoring. A jacking pit and a receiving pit are generally used for each jacking
location, one at each end of the pipe segment. The distance between the pits typically ranges
from 250 to 500 feet, but may be longer or shorter depending on site conditions.

For the proposed project, the size of the jacking and receiving pit for the Upper Reach would
be approximately 20 to 60 feet long, 12 feet wide and 15 to 55 feet deep. The pits are
excavated with backhoes, cranes, and other excavation equipment. The excavated soil is
immediately hauled away. As excavation occurs, the pits are shored utilizing a beam and plate
shoring system.

Pipe Installation. Once the pits are constructed and shored, a horizontal hydraulic jack is
placed at the bottom of the jacking pit. The steel casing (84-inch internal diameter) is lowered
into the pit with a crane and placed on the jack. A simple cutting shield is placed in front of the
pipe segment to cut through the soil more easily. As the jack pushes the steel casing and
cutting shield into the soil, soil is removed from within the leading casing with an auger or
boring machine, either by hand or on a conveyor. Once the segment has been pushed into the
soil, a new segment is lowered, set in place, and welded to the casing that has been pushed.
Installation of the steel casing is expected to progress at approximately 40 feet per day for
auger-bored jacked casing. Once the casing has been installed, the carrier pipe (72-inch
diameter) is then lowered and placed on the jacks, which push the pipe into the steel casing.
Installation of carrier pipe is expected to progress at approximately 40 to 60 feet per day.
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Site Restoration. After completion of the pipe installation along the jacking location, the
shoring system is disassembled as the pits are backfilled, the soil compacted and the pavement
above replaced. Once the pavement has been restored, traffic delineation (restriping) will also
be restored.

Traditional Tunneling. Traditional tunneling involves the placement of the pipeline in an
underground tunnel, which is excavated between two or more shafts. Traditional tunneling
consists of the excavation of shafts, the excavation of tunnels, the installation of the pipeline,
and site restoration.

Shaft Excavation. Two or more shafts are constructed as described previously for pipe-jacking.

Tunnel Excavation. The large diameter tunnels are excavated using a tunnel boring machine
(TBM). For tunneling below the groundwater level without dewatering, pressurized-face
TBMs are used to stabilize the tunnel face and prevent water from entering the tunnel. One of
two basic types of TBMs may be used: (1) Slurry Pressure Balance (SPB) TBM or (2) Earth
Pressure Balance (EPB) TBM.

Excavation by EPB machine supports the tunnel face by pneumatically pressurizing the
excavated soil (muck) within a chamber behind the cutter head. Muck is removed from the
chamber by a screw conveyor and then transported out of the tunnel by means of a conveyor
belt and/or muck cars on rails. The granular, cohesionless materials anticipated require
addition of soil conditioners to the native soil prior to excavation to increase stability and
minimize potential for tunnel collapse. Conditioners include bentonite, polymers and foams.

Excavation by SPB machine supports the tunnel face using a pressurized bentonite slurry mix
within the cutter head. The slurry and excavated muck mixture is pumped through slurry lines
from the tunnel face, back to the surface work area to a separation plant equipped with a
shaker and cyclone to separate sand, gravel, and silt from the slurry. The slurry is recycled
back into the system and the sand, gravel, and silts are transported to appropriate disposal
sites. SPB machines can also be fitted with a stone crusher to allow tunneling through soils
with intermittent cobbles and boulders.

The tunneling process proceeds until a fully supported tunnel has been constructed. Typical
tunnel supports include steel or pre-cast concrete linings. Support linings are lifted into the
proper position and bolted or otherwise fixed in place. Installation of tunnel liner is expected to
progress at a maximum rate of 20 feet per day.

Pipe Installation. The pipeline is installed in segments following completion of the tunnel.
Each pipe segment is lowered into the pit with cranes or other loading equipment,
mechanically pushed, carried, or hauled into the proper position within the tunnel, and placed
on supports that allow for adjustments in the pipe’s alignment. The joints of adjoining pipe
segments are welded as pipe placement occurs. Once the entire length of pipe has been placed
in the proper position and the joints welded, the annular space between the pipe and the tunnel
wall (supports) is completely filled with grout or concrete and allowed to cure. Installation of
pipe is expected to progress at a rate of approximately 40 to 60 feet per day.

Site Restoration. After completion of the pipe installation along the tunneling alignment, the
shoring system is disassembled as the pits are backfilled, the soil compacted and the pavement
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above replaced. Once the pavement has been restored, traffic delineation (restriping) will also
be restored.

During construction, fugitive dust emissions at the construction site during earthmoving
operations would be controlled as needed by water trucks equipped with spray nozzles.

Spoils from cuts, including cuts in streets, would typically be used as backfill materials at the site
of origin. Materials unsuitable for backfill use and economically not usable for other purposes
would be disposed of in accordance with local and county guidelines in available landfills. It is
possible that contaminated soil would be excavated during construction, especially in older
industrial areas with shallow groundwater. Soil that cannot be returned as backfill would be
disposed of or treated at an appropriate permitted facility.

Operation and Maintenance

System Operation. Future improvements to the water system infrastructure will allow increased
supply to the Upper Reach through the North Hollywood Pump Station. Operation of the Upper
Reach pipeline would be controlled by the Los Angeles Water System Data Acquisition and
Control (LAWSDAC) and manually controlled when needed. Standard safety, operation, and
maintenance appurtenances would include maintenance holes, isolation valves, regulator valves,
blowoffs, and air and vacuum valves.

System Inspection and Maintenance. Periodically, water utility crews would perform an
inspection on the isolation, air, and vacuum valves. When appropriate, water utility crews would
also exercise the isolation valves.

Emergency Response. Emergency response procedures for the new Upper Reach pipeline would
include:
o LAWSDAC identifies problem or an individual informs LAWSDAC personnel.
o LAWSDAC automated response or LAWSDAC personnel contacts appropriate managers and
operations personnel who would then do the following:
- Isolate damaged pipeline sections and provide alternate source of supply to affected areas.
- Repair damaged pipeline section(s).

1.11 Other Public Agency Approvals
The following permits and approvals listed in Table 1-5 below would be obtained for the
proposed project, as applicable.
Table 1-5. Permits and Approvals
Agency/Department [Permit/Approval|Description
Federal
U.S. Army Corps of Section 10 Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 requires approval prior to the
Engineers, Los Angeles accomplishment of any work in, over or under navigable waters of the United
District States, or which affects the course, location, condition or capacity of such
waters. Typical activities requiring Section 10 permits are: construction of
piers, wharves, bulkheads, dolphins, marinas, ramps, floats intake structures,
and cable or pipeline crossings; dredging and excavation.
Federal Aviation Approval, as Those areas of the proposed project located within 20,000 feet of the Bob
Administration (FAA) necessary Hope Airport, the height of construction equipment shall not exceed one foot in
height for each 100 feet horizontal distance from the nearest point of a runway,
without clearance from the FAA (City of Burbank, 1988).
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Agency/Department

|Permit/Approval|Description

State of California

Division of Occupational Construction A permit is required for construction of trenches or excavations which are five
Safety and Health Permit (5) feet or deeper and into which a person is required to descend.
(Formerly CAL OSHA)
Regional Water Quality NPDES Permit |RWQCB approval is needed for general construction runoff and/or construction
Control Board (RWQCB) for construction |dewatering discharges under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
dewatering System (NPDES).
NPDES Permit  |Approval is heeded for discharge of hydrostatic test water into any surface
for hydrostatic ~ |water of the State of California.
test water
discharge
Groundwater Section 402 of the Clean Water Act of 1977, as amended (33 U.S.C. 1342 et
Permit seq.) requires a NPDES permit (No. CAG994001) for Groundwater Discharges
Associated with Construction Activities to regulate discharges of treated
groundwater from construction and other projects dewatering to surface waters
in the Region.
California Department of Encroachment  |An Encroachment Permit is required for trenching activities near State Route
Transportation (Caltrans) Permit 134 on-and-off ramps.
California Department of Fish |Streambed A Streambed Alternation Agreement may be required if construction activities
and Game (CDFG) Alternation result in minor impacts to riparian habitats.
Agreement
California Department of Approval as Coordinate with DTSC, as needed, to address the classification and disposal
Toxic Substances Control necessary of contaminated soils if encountered during construction.
(DTSC)
County of Los Angeles
Department of Public Works  |Excavation Excavation Permits are necessary when any portion of the road right of way,
Permit from property line to property line, is cut for the purpose of laying down utility
lines, installing electrical cabinets, installing poles or constructing manholes. In
addition, this permit is needed to excavate under the Los Angeles River.
Encroachment  |Encroachment Permits are necessary when you wish to place anything in the
Permit road right-of-way temporarily or long term.
Construction A Construction Permit is necessary for activities such as cutting, removing, or
Permit reconstructing curbs, curb and gutter, parkway drains, driveways, and/or

sidewalks.

Department of Public Works,
Flood Control

Discharge Permit

A Discharge Permit is needed for construction dewatering and hydrostatic test
water discharge into the storm system and channels.

City of Los Angeles

Department of Building and
Safety

Building Permits

Grading, electrical, plumbing, and mechanical permits would be needed.

Department of Public Works,
Bureau of Engineering

Excavation
Permit

An Excavation Permit must be obtained from the Bureau of Engineering for
any trench excavation activities, as well as electrifier and pull box relocations,
monitoring wells, soil borings and potholes drilling within public right-of-way.

Excavation (U)
Permit

A U-Permit is required by the Bureau of Engineering for construction projects
that will require public right-of-ways to be trenched or excavated. Electrolier
and pull box relocations, monitoring wells, soil borings, and potholes drilling in
public right-of-ways also need to obtain an excavation permit.

Department of Public Works, |Sanitation Approval for discharging hydrostatic test water to the sewer system is required
Bureau of Sanitation Application Form |from the Bureau of Sanitation. A Sanitation Application Form must be

for Discharging |submitted to the Department of Public Works, Bureau of Sanitation.

to Sewer System
Department of Public Works, |Tree Permit A Permit must be obtained from the Bureau of Street Services, Street Tree

Bureau of Street Services,
Street Tree Division

Division for the removal of any tree on City streets or public property. Removal
of more than three trees may also require review and approval by the Board of
Public Works.
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Agency/Department

Permit/Approval

Description

Department of Transportation

Traffic

Approval is needed for temporary lane closures and traffic/transportation —

Management related issues during construction.
Plan

City of Burbank

Public Works Department Excavation Excavation Permits are issued for construction projects requiring excavation,
Permit trenching or any type of digging in the City of Burbank right of way (including

Johnny Carson Park and Buena Vista Park).

Encroachment | Temporary and long-term Encroachment Permits are issued to allow the use of
Permit City-owned right of way. In addition to completing the permit application form,

applicants must meet the City’s insurance requirements for Public Works
permits.

Industrial Waste
Permit

Industrial Waste Permits are issued to sewer customers discharging industrial
waste as part of the City's wastewater pretreatment program.

Street Use Street Use Permits are issued to allow the complete or partial closure of

Permit sidewalks or streets for specific, short-term purposes (BMC Chapter 29,
Articles 17 and 23). Depending on the street use requested, the permit may
require traffic control plans. Permits requiring traffic control plans are generally
routed through the Traffic Division for approval.

Transportation | Transportation Permits are issued for the transportation of oversized loads in

Permit the City of Burbank (BMC Chapter 29, Atticle 25).

Community Development
Department, Building Division

Building Permits

Grading, electrical, plumbing, and mechanical permits would be needed.
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2.

Environmental Determination

2.1 Environmental Factors Potentially Affected

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by that project, involving at least
one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

L]

L]
[]
[]
[]
[]

2.2

Aesthetics Agricultural Resources |X| Air Quality

Biological Resources Cultural Resources |:| Geology/Soils
Hazards and Hazardous Materials Hydrology/Water Quality |:| Land Use/Planning
Mineral Resources Noise |:| Population/Housing

Public Services Recreation |X| Transportation/Traffic

X XX OO O

Utilities/Service Systems Mandatory Findings of Significance

Determination (To be completed by the Lead Agency)

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

[]
[]

I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not
be a significant effect in this case because revisions to the project have been made by or agreed to by the
applicant. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIR) is required.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially significant
unless mitigated” on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier
document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based
on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An EIR is required, but it must analyze only the
effects that remain to be addressed.

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all
potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR pursuant to applicable
standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR, including revisions or
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the project, nothing further is required.

(L%«:ﬁé/ o € %Aﬂ{iszj/ January 25, 2007
Signature / Date
Charles C. Holloway
Supervisor of Environmental Assessment
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 18 Initial Study

River Supply Conduit Improvement - Upper Reach January 2007



3.

Evaluation of Environmental Impacts

The following discussion addresses impacts to various environmental resources, per the Environmental
Checklist Form contained in Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines.

3.1 Aesthetics

AESTHETICS - Would the project: Less-Than-

Significant Impact  Less-Than-
Potentially With Mitigation Significant No
Significant Impact  Incorporated Impact Impact

. Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? [] [] [] X

. Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited |:|
to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state
scenic highway?

site and its surroundings?

Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the [] []

. Create a new source of substantial light or glare, which would |:|
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

[ X
X []
[] []

a.

Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

NO IMPACT. Scenic vistas are those that offer high-quality views of the natural environment. There
are no designated scenic vistas in the immediate vicinity of the proposed project or in sufficiently
close proximity such that views from those vistas would be adversely affected by the proposed
project.

Would the project substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a State scenic highway?

NO IMPACT. The proposed project does not lie within the viewshed of a State scenic highway. While
the proposed project site is located near the Mulholland Scenic Parkway Specific Plan area, the site
itself is not located within the plan area. The closest officially designated State scenic highway is State
Route 2 (Glendale Freeway), which is approximately 7.5 miles northeast of the project area. State
Interstate 210 (Foothill Freeway) is eligible as a scenic highway, but has not been officially
designated. The 210 Freeway is approximately five miles north from the northern-most end of the
proposed route.

Would the project substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and its
surroundings?

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT. The proposed project would involve the construction of an
underground potable water pipeline with appropriate appurtenant structures. The proposed project
pipeline would be located underground and would not be visible to passers-by. Because the pipeline
would be placed underground, operation of the pipeline would not affect the visual character of the
surrounding areas. Some of the appurtenant structures (such as valves and cabinets) would be
aboveground, within the sidewalk portion of the public right-of-way (for on-street segments of the
alignment), in an existing utility corridor (Whitnall Highway), or in recreation areas along the
proposed alignment. These structures would be placed, as necessary, along the alignment. These
structures are common elements of the urban environment, and are not anticipated to substantially
degrade the existing visual character or quality of the areas adjacent to the proposed alignment.
Therefore, any visual change would be slight and would not substantially degrade the existing
character of the area.
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d.

Would the project create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day
or nighttime views in the area?

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT WITH MITIGATION INCORPORATED. As discussed in the
project description, construction would generally occur between 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Monday
through Friday and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays. In the winter months, this may require the
use of lighting to illuminate the construction work areas. As such, construction of the proposed
project without mitigation measures incorporated would have the potential to create a new source of
substantial light or glare, which would adversely affect nighttime views in the project area and could
be disruptive to residences along the construction route. To avoid light- or glare-related impacts or
reduce impacts to a less-than-significant level, LADWP shall implement the following mitigation
measures:

AES-1 LADWP shall use the minimum amount of construction lighting necessary to safely light
the construction worksite.

AES-2  LADWP shall design, install, and shield all necessary construction lighting such that it
minimizes the amount of spill or reflected light onto property adjacent to the construction
site.

AES-3 LADWP shall notify all persons and organizations potentially affected by nighttime
lighting and shall coordinate the construction schedule such that conflicts are minimized.
Coordination shall involve provision of an LADWP contact person to whom affected
persons may direct lighting complaints.

3.2 Agricultural Resources

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES - In determining whether impacts
to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead

agencies may refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Less-Than-
Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California Department Potenially Ir?]'g;‘gt'm}] Less-Than-
of Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on Significant Mitigation Significant No
agricultural farmland. Would the project: Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a. Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of [] [] [] X
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?
b. Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act [] [] [] X
contract?
c. Involve other changes in the existing environment, which, due to [] [] [] X

their location or nature, could individually or cumulatively result in
loss of Farmland, to non-agricultural use?

a.

Would the project convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as Shown on the Maps Prepared Pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to Non-agricultural use?

NO IMPACT. No part of the proposed project is located on or near Prime Farmland, Unique
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant
to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency (DOC, 2006;
DOC, 2004a). According to the California Department of Conservation, the California Resources
Agency tasked with overseeing Farmland conservation efforts, the area of the proposed project is not
mapped and therefore cannot be considered Farmland (DOC, 2004b).
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b. Would the project conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract?

NO IMPACT. No part of the proposed project alignment is located on or near land subject to a
Williamson Act contract (DOC, 2004b). Near (less than 0.5 miles) the project alignment there is
property zoned for agriculture, which is currently used for non-agricultural uses consistent with the
surrounding land uses (cemetery/open space). This property is located south of the alignment
(ZIMAS, 2006).

Would the project involve other changes in the existing environment, which, due to their location or
nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use?

NO IMPACT. The proposed project would compensate for loss of water storage within the LADWP
water distribution system, and respond to the current water requirements of the City of Los Angeles.
The proposed project traverses heavily urbanized lands within the Cities of Los Angeles and Burbank,
and would not directly affect any agricultural land. Therefore, the proposed project would not involve
changes in the existing environment, which, due to their location or nature, would result in a direct
conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use.

3.3 Air Quality

AIR QUALITY - Where available, the significance criteria established Less-Than-

by the applicable air quality management or pollution control district Potentially I;‘g;‘(':ft'cvf\’,ﬂ‘h Less-Thar-

may be relied upon to make the following determinations. Would the Significant Mitigation Significant No

project: Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

a. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality [] [] [] X
plan?

b. Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an X [] [] []
existing or projected air quality violation?

¢. Resultin a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria X [] [] []

pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment under an
applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard (including
releasing emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone
precursors)?

. Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations? X [] [] []
. Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of [] [] X []

people?

Would the project conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan?

NO IMPACT. The Federal Clean Air Act requires jurisdictions of non-attainment areas to prepare air
quality plans that demonstrate strategies for achieving attainment. Air quality plans developed to meet
federal requirements are referred to as State Implementation Plans (SIPs). The California Clean Air
Act also requires plans for non-attainment areas with respect to the State standards. Within the project
study area, the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and the Southern California
Association of Governments (SCAG) have responsibility for preparing an Air Quality Management
Plan (AQMP), which addresses the Federal and State Clean Air Act requirements. The AQMP details
goals, policies, and programs for improving air quality and establishes thresholds for daily emissions.
Environmental review of individual projects within the region must demonstrate that daily
construction and operational emission thresholds, as established by the SCAQMD, would not be
exceeded, nor would the number or severity of existing air quality violations be increased.

The proposed project would replace the existing Upper Reach pipeline, which is over 50 years old
and nearing its reliability and capacity design life limits. Implementation of the proposed project
would not affect local or regional population or employment and would therefore be consistent with
SCAG’s Growth Management Plan. The proposed project would be inconsistent with air quality plans
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if it would result in population and/or employment growth that exceeds the estimates included in the
applicable air quality plan (SCAQMD, 1993). The proposed project would not require any additional
LADWP employees for operations. Because there would be no employment growth generated by the
proposed project, the proposed project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of
SCAQMD’s AQMP.

The SCAQMD Rules and Regulations constitute a significant part of the attainment plan. Applicable
rules and regulations for the proposed project may include: Rule 401 Visible Emissions; Rule 402
Nuisance; Rule 403 Fugitive Dust; Rule 1110.2 Emission from Gaseous- and Liquid-Fueled Engines;
Rule 1113 Architectural Coatings; and Rule 1166 Volatile Organic Compound Emission from
Decontamination of Soil. The proposed project would be constructed and operated in compliance with
all SCAQMD rules and regulations.

b. Would the project violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or
projected air quality violation?

POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT. The proposed project would be located in the Los Angeles
County sub-area of the South Coast Air Basin (SCAB), which is under the jurisdiction of the
SCAQMD. Project-related air emissions would have a significant effect if they resulted in
concentrations that create either a violation of an ambient air quality standard or significantly
contribute to an existing air quality violation. Should ambient air quality already exceed existing
standards, the SCAQMD has established specific significance threshold criteria to account for the
continued degradation of local air quality. Table 3.3-1 presents the allowable contaminant generation
rates at which construction and operational emissions are considered to have a significant regional
effect on air quality within the SCAB.

Table 3.3-1. Regional Significance Thresholds

. Construction Phase Operational Phase
Air Pollutant (Ibs/day) (Ibs/day)
Reactive Organic Gases (ROGS) 75 55
Carbon Monoxide (CO) 550 550
Nitrogen Oxides (NOy) 100 55
Sulfur Oxides (SOx) 150 150
Particulates (PM1o) 150 150

Source: SCAQMD, CEQA Air Quality Handbook, 1993.

Note: The SCAQMD no longer requires construction activities to be evaluated by quarterly thresholds (SCAQMD, 2001).
Project-related construction traffic and operation of diesel equipment would have a temporary effect
on air quality in the vicinity of the proposed project. Construction worker vehicles and diesel-powered
equipment would emit reactive organic compounds (ROCs), CO, NOx, SOx, and PMio. In addition,
fugitive dust in the form PMio would be generated onsite during earth moving operations such as
trenching, and would be generated offsite along haul truck travel routes. These emissions would
increase local concentrations temporarily, but would not be expected to increase the frequency of
violations of air quality standards.

To estimate the maximum daily construction emissions, the one day during the course of the
construction period that would have the most concurrent active construction activities would be
identified. Initial analysis indicates that air quality emissions associated with construction would
exceed the significance criteria shown in Table 3.3-1 and would therefore cause a potentially
significant impact. Mitigation measures, such as a Fugitive Dust Emission Control Plan, modification
of the construction schedule, equipment and fuel selection, and restrictions on diesel engine idle time
would reduce air quality emissions and will be considered as part of the EIR to reduce significant
impacts due to construction of the project. A detailed air quality emissions analysis will be conducted
and impacts will be evaluated in the EIR.
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Long-term air quality impacts are those associated with the change in permanent usage of the project
site. Air pollutant emissions associated with the operation of the Upper Reach pipeline would be
minimal and only generated during periodic maintenance and inspection activities.

Would the project result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for
which the project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality
standard (including releasing emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone precursors)?

POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACT. Construction of the proposed project would result in the
generation of air pollutants in an area classified as non-attainment and could contribute to air quality
violations, which would result in significant air quality impacts. To identify and assess potential
impacts, a detailed air quality emissions analysis will be conducted in the EIR. As necessary,
mitigation measures will be developed as part of the EIR to reduce significant impacts to the extent
feasible.

Cumulative impacts during the operation of the proposed project would not occur. Only minor
emissions associated with service vehicles and small pumps, as well as intermittent civil and
preventative maintenance activities, would be expected during project operation. These activities
would be temporary in nature and would not create substantial emissions.

Would the project expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

POTENTIALLY SIGNFICANT IMPACT. The proposed project could result in temporary exposure of
sensitive receptors (e.g., local residents, schools, hospitals) to substantial pollutant concentrations
during construction. While these impacts would be limited in duration at any one location,
construction could result in potentially significant air quality impacts. To identify and assess potential
impacts, a detailed air quality emissions analysis will be conducted in the EIR. As necessary,
mitigation measures will be developed as part of the EIR to reduce significant impacts from
construction of the proposed project to the extent feasible.

Would the project create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people?

LESS-THAN-SIGNIFICANT IMPACT. Any odors (e.g., odors from construction vehicle emissions)
that would be generated by the proposed project would be controlled in accordance with SCAQMD
Rule 402 (Nuisance Emissions). Other than construction vehicle operation, no activities are
anticipated to occur, and no materials or chemicals would be stored along the pipeline alignment or in
staging areas, that would have the potential to cause odor impacts during the construction of the
proposed project (including the pipeline and any appurtenant structures). Also, the operation of the
proposed project would not include any activity that would create odors.

3.4 Biological Resources

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES - Would the project: LSeéfqu:r?t
Potentially Impact With Less-Than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

. Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat

modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or

special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or D |X| D D
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Game or U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Service?

. Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other [] X [] []
sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans,

policies, and regulations or by the California Department of Fish and

Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?
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BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES - Would the project: Less-Than-

Significant
Potentially Impact With Less-Than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
c. Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as [] [] [] X
defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but not
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) either individually or in
combination with the known or probable impacts of other activities
through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other
means?
d. Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or [] [] X []
migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of wildlife nursery sites?
e. Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological [] X [] []
resources, such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance?
f. Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, [] [] [] X

Natural Communities Conservation Plan, or other approved local,
regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

Background

This section describes the biological resources that occur in the proposed Upper Reach alignment project
area. It includes a description of common communities of plants and wildlife, information addressing
special status species and their locations in relation to the proposed Project, followed by an assessment of
potential impacts to these resources. Information used in preparing this section was derived from:

e Records of sensitive species locations from the California Natural Diversity Database (CDFG 2006)

e Review of the Environmental Impact Report for the Lower Reach River Supply Conduit Project (LADWP
2005), and

e Reconnaissance-level field surveys of the project areas conducted in April and May 2004 and December
2006.

Setting

Biological resources located in the project area are typical of species common to the urbanized areas of
southern California. While historically the area likely supported a diverse assemblage of plant and wildlife
species, urban development has removed the majority of habitat that once occurred in the project area.
Today, the project area supports a variety of common communities such as disturbed ruderal habitat,
landscaped parks, degraded riparian areas including the concrete lined Los Angeles River, and residential
gardens. Most of the natural hydrology that was present in the San Fernando Valley has since been
regulated or diverted, and substituted with surface runoff and storm water flow.

The diversity and distribution of biological resources that occur along the proposed Upper Reach
alignment have been degraded by ongoing urbanization. The proposed Upper Reach alignment extends
through the cities of Burbank and Los Angeles traversing primarily residential and commercial land uses,
as well as the Whitnall Highway utility corridor. Although highly urbanized, common biological
resources were noted at several locations along the proposed Upper Reach alignment. These areas
included the green belts along the Whitnall Highway utility corridor, Johnny Carson Park, Buena Vista
Park, the Los Angeles River crossing at Buena Vista Park, and the LADWP Headworks Spreading
Grounds located just north of Forest Lawn Memorial Park.

Where the proposed pipeline crosses the Los Angeles River, the channel has been concrete lined and
supports only sparse vegetation. Soft-bottomed reaches of the River which support riparian habitat are
located further to the west near the Sepulveda Basin, beyond the project influence, and where the Los
Angeles River turns south as it passes by Griffith Park parallel to I-5, ranging from approximately 500 to
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2500 feet from the alignment. A small drainage extends through Johnny Carson Park, under the 134
Freeway and empties into the Los Angeles River at the eastern edge of Buena Vista Park. This man-made
ornamental drainage is cemented along the sides and bottom and has been constructed to resemble a small
meandering stream. Although small rocks have been permanently placed in the channel, this is for
aesthetic purposes only and provides little substrate for any riparian species. In addition, the drainage
appears to be routinely cleared of any vegetation that may accumulate during routine maintenance
activities conducted at the Johnny Carson Park. Water levels in this man made drainage are only a few
inches deep during the dry season and is most likely the result of urban runoff from the surrounding park
irrigation system and the large hospital complex located near by. Where the drainage flows into the Los
Angeles River, a small (50 x 50ft.) patch of riparian habitat occurs where soil has accumulated above the
concrete lined channel. Native species include western sycamore (Platanus racemosa), black willow
(Salix nigra), mule fat (Baccharis salicifolia), nutsedge (Cyperus esculentus L.), and broadleaf cattails
(Typha latifolia). Tributaries to the Los Angeles River are located 0.5 miles or more from the alignment.

Wildlife and Vegetation

Most of the project area is located entirely within the rights-of-ways of existing roadways including the
heavily urbanized Lankershim and Burbank Boulevards. The vegetative cover, where present, consists of
ornamental roadside trees and other cultivated species. Ruderal species, which are those that thrive in
disturbed or depleted environments, are present along the margins of the existing roadways, medians, and
empty lots. These consist of weedy non-native species such as horse weed (Conzia canadiensis), sow
thistle (Sonchus asper), and various brome grasses (Bromus spp.). Where the project alignment runs along
the Whitnall Highway utility corridor and greenbelt vegetation consists primarily of manicured lawns,
urban trees, and container plantings. This habitat consists of introduced trees, shrubs, flowers, and turf
grass associated with urban parks, landscaped hillsides, and housing developments. Acacia (acacia sp.),
gum (Eucalyptus sp.), Peruvian pepper (Schinus molle), and pine (Pinus sp.) dominate these areas.
Common park and residential trees also include fruitless mulberry (Morus alba), Chinese elm (Ulmus
parvifolia), sycamore (Platanus sp.), Brazilian pepper tree (S. terebinthifolius), crape-myrtle
(Lagerstroemia sp.), and elm. Several native trees and shrubs occur along the proposed project alignment
within the segment from Johnny Carson Park to Buena Vista Park, these include; western sycamore, coast
live oak (Quercus agrifolia), valley oak (Quercus lobata), sugar bush (Rhus ovata), and toyon
(Heteromeles arbutifolia). The majority of these trees and shrubs occur within the public park setting and
are subject to park landscaping activities and public uses.

Disturbed vegetation communities typically support a limited variety of wildlife species; however, the
existing trees located in the utility corridor and park areas likely provide for foraging, nesting/ burrowing,
and other wildlife use. Observations of wildlife were limited due to the developed character of the project
area and included a variety of common birds, small mammals, and reptiles.

Birds

Birds were the most common species observed and consisted of species well adapted to urbanized areas.
Some of the bird species observed during the survey of the proposed project area included American crow
(Corvus brachyrhynchos), Anna’s hummingbird (Calypte anna), mourning dove (Zenaida macroura), and
California towhee (Pipilo crissalis). House finches (Carpodacus sp.), Brewer’s blackbird (Euphagus
cyanocephalus), Europeaon starlings (Sturnus vulgarus), and pigeons are other species common to
urbanized areas. At the Los Angeles River a single great egret (Ardea alba), a great blue heron (A.
herodias), and several black necked stilts (Himantopus mexicanus) were observed foraging in the concrete
channel.
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Other common birds that may occur in the project area include red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis),
turkey vulture (Cathartes aura), American kestrel (Falco sparverius), and western scrub jay (Aphelocoma
coerulescens).

Mammals

Large mammals were not observed during the survey and are not expected to frequent the project area.
However, common species that are well adapted to urban life include raccoon (Procyon lotor), striped
skunk (Mephitis mephitis), Virginia possum (Didelphis virginiana), and coyote (Canis latrans). Other
common species observed in the park areas and adjacent roadsides include Bottas’ pocket gopher
(Thomomys bottae), and California ground squirrels (Spermophilus beecheyii). Because of the close
proximity to urban development, the area is likely used by domestic animals such as house cats (Felis
catus) and dogs (Canis familiaris).

Amphibians and Reptiles

Amphibians often require a source of standing or flowing water to complete their life cycle. However,
some terrestrial species can survive in drier areas by remaining in moist environments found beneath
leaf litter and fallen logs, or by burrowing into the soil. Conditions along the project area likely limit
the potential for amphibians. However, the Los Angeles River, the small concrete lined drainage in
Johnny Carson Park, and the Headworks spreading grounds would be expected to support common
amphibians. Although no amphibians were observed during the surveys the area likely supports
common species including tree frogs (Hyla regilla) and bullfrogs (Rana catesbeiana).

The diversity of reptile species is related to the diversity of plant communities found on the site. As the
project area is largely urbanized few reptiles are expected to occur and no species were observed during
the reconnaissance surveys. Common reptile species likely to occur in the project area include side-
blotched lizards (Uta stansburiana) and western fence lizard (Sceloporus occidentalis).

Fish

No fish were observed during the surveys and none are expected to occur in the majority of the right-
of-way. However, it is possible the Los Angeles River supports populations of fish.

Special Status Species

Special status species include flora, fauna, and vegetation communities that are listed as threatened or
endangered, candidate species, or species of special concern under the California or federal Endangered
Species Act, species that are listed as fully protected by the California Department of Fish and Game
(CDFG), and plants considered by the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) to be rare, threatened, or
endangered in California and beyond.

No sensitive species were observed in or adjacent to the project area during the April and May 2004 or
December 2006 reconnaissance surveys. In this area the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB)
(CDFG, 2006) identifies remnants of the following priority plant communities within two miles of the
proposed project alignment: southern sycamore alder riparian woodland and southern coast live oak
riparian forest. The database also indicates a past occurrence of southern cottonwood willow riparian
forest just east of Buena Vista Park, but this stand was extirpated, most likely during the 134 freeway
construction. A records search of the CNDDB and CNPS rare find database identified occurrences of
Parish’s saltbush or brittlescale (Atriplex parishii) (CNPS List 1B) within one mile of the proposed project
alignment and Nevin’s barberry (Berberis nevinii) (federally and state listed as endangered) within two
miles. The occurrence of Parish’s saltbush was identified in 1994 north of Griffith Park, which includes
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